Madison Digital Image Database (MDID) Special Interest Group Meeting
VRA Conference 2005, March 9th, Miami Beach, FL

Christina Updike began the meeting with a “Welcome” to all attendees and then introduced the James Madison University MDID representatives:
· Christina Updike, Visual Resources Specialist, School of Art and Art History

· Andreas Knab, Computer Systems Engineer, Center for Instructional Technology

· Kevin Hegg, Software Engineer, Center for Instructional Technology
Approximately 50 people participated in this Users Group. A poll using a show of hands indicated that most have implemented MDID at their institution.

She then gave the agenda for the meeting:

· Developments since VRA Conference 2004

· MDID 2 survey responses

· Upcoming features discussion and demonstration

· Guest speakers

· Leigh Gates, Art Institute of Chicago
· Heather Cleary, Otis College of Art and Design
· Allan T. Kohl, Minneapolis College of Art and Design
· Open Content

· Long-term development plans

· Questions

MDID developments since VRA 2004 included a new project website at http://mdid.org, a MDID 2 demo site published in April 2004, the public release of MDID 2 in July 2004, the release of new image management tools in August 2004, and the release of ImageViewer 2 in January 2005.  The image management tools allow curators of collections to efficiently batch upload data and images into a MDID collection.  The data import uses XML.
In the fall of 2004, JMU conducted a survey through the MDIDUSERS-L and VRA-L mailing lists to collect some data on MDID users.  Seventeen institutions reported using MDID 2: American University, Arizona State University, Davidson College, East Carolina University, Grinnell College, Illinois Institute of Technology, James Madison University, La Trobe University, New Mexico State University, Otis College of Art and Design, Portland State University, Temple University, University of Manitoba, University of Missouri, University of Washington, West Virginia University, and Wheaton College.  Twelve other institutions are using MDID1 and plan to upgrade to MDID2 this summer.  
Other survey responses indicated that in addition to using MDID 2, more than half also use PowerPoint, approximately 30% use custom applications, and approximately 18% license ARTstor for their institution.
Kevin discussed some upcoming features for MDID 2, which will be included in the next major release (version 0.5.0) scheduled for early summer 2005.  Faculty users will be able to upload their own images to any collection, curators of collections will have the ability to moderate image submissions targeted for inclusion in a collection, and institutions using MDID will be able to share collections with each other.  With the 0.5.0 release, ImageViewer 2 will be improved with a right-click menu feature for navigation through a slideshow, minor bug-fixes and stability enhancements.  At this point, Kevin showed a demonstration of the new enhancements to ImageViewer 2.
Andreas further described new features for the upcoming release.  In the current MDID 2 version, faculty users can only upload images to their “Personal Collection” and must use the Dublin Core data structure to catalog their own images.  Faculty can keep their images private or mark them to share with all users.  In version 0.5.0, curators can configure a collection to allow faculty to store their own images in any collection, using that collection’s data structure to catalog those images.  Faculty will still have the capability of keeping their images private or to share them.
The reasoning behind developing this feature is to involve faculty in image collection building.  After uploading an image, faculty can optionally mark an image for inclusion in the collection.  The curator reviews each submission, deciding whether or not to include it in the collection.  After accepting an image for inclusion in a collection, the curator can optionally edit the catalog data.
Another new feature Andreas discussed is support for remote collections. This feature allows other MDID installations to access shared collections on your system or on the web.  To users, remote collections look and work like local collections - users can search for images, add images to slideshows, and add annotations.  
Andreas demonstrated the remote collections feature by having a MDID server access the NASA Image eXchange (NIX).  MDID2 uses the web-based search engine for images in NASA’s databases, which contain over one million high quality, high resolution images in the public domain.  To MDID users, NIX looks like a local collection.  At this time, interoperability is accomplished via “screen scraping.”
This feature also provides a foundation in MDID2 for interoperability with other software systems.  The remote collections feature is useful to universities with separate campuses and multiple MDID servers and for institutions offering public domain content to others.
Open content, coined by analogy with "open source," (though technically it is actually share-alike) describes any kind of creative work including articles, pictures, audio, and video that is published in a format that explicitly allows the copying of the information. Content can be either in the public domain or under a license like the GNU Free Documentation License. "Open content" is also sometimes used to describe content that can be modified by anyone[…].

To support the open content idea, JMU plans to host the Art Images for College Teaching (AICT) collection on a trial basis for interested institutions.  Also, in a pilot test, JMU will share its Madison Art Collection (MAC, http://web.jmu.edu/mars/overview.htm) with a small number of educational institutions.  The collection is quite varied, ranging from the late Neolithic Period (3,000 BCE) to contemporary art.

Andreas then moved on to MDID2 long-term development plans, which will include improved search capabilities, an enhanced browse feature, and improved search result screens.  The search screen enhancements will allow list and grid views, filtering by keyword, and cross reference catalog entries.  Other development plans include support for other media types (e.g. video, QuickTime VR), better integration with portals and course management software, and virtual galleries.  These enhancements have been suggested by JMU MDID users and from postings on the MDIDUSERS-L mailing list.
Heather Cleary of Otis College of Art and Design and Leigh Gates from The Art Institute of Chicago, then each gave brief presentations showing enhancements they have made to their institution’s implementation of MDID.

Allan Kohl presented two new image collections:

· John Tenniel and the American Civil War: Political Cartoons from Punch, 1860-1865
· American Sheet Music of the early Twentieth Century: Selections from the Gertrude Goodrich Battles Collection
Both collections will be publicly available.

Question and Answer period.

What is the status of interoperability between MDID and ARTstor?
We are exploring possible partnerships and ways to make content available across systems.
How will MDID link to other collections at other MDID institutions?

In the beginning, we will use a set of proprietary web services to communicate between MDID installations.  For the longer term we are investigating SRW and other protocols.

How did MDID scrape the screen of the NASA website to provide seamless access to this collection through MDID?  Did MDID make the three sizes of images?
To access web-based collections, MDID acts as a web browser and requests HTML pages and images from the server hosting the image collection.  It then parses the HTML pages and reformats the images according to the MDID collection settings.  The three differently sizes images are created and cached on the local MDID server.

In the long term, who will decide what collections can be accessed remotely?

To access a remote collection, the system administrator of the hosting MDID installation must explicitly grant access to another institution to share a collection.  Access restrictions will include user names, passwords, and IP addresses.  By default, collections will not be shared.

Can authority lists be loaded in MDID?

Support for controlled/authority lists is minimal at this time; lists of terms can be copied and pasted into MDID as flat text but are not enforced while cataloging data.

How will MDID support virtual galleries?

In addition to developing our own tools, we will try to offer APIs and to support existing templates (e.g. Pachyderm).

What is being developed for Mac users? Image management tools?  ImageViewer?

ImageViewer 2 is available for MacOS X. Older versions of MacOS are not supported.  We will not be developing separate image management tools for the Mac; however, upcoming releases of Mono (mono-project.com) may support the current image management tools on MacOS X.

Will MDID link to UCAI?

As soon as the UCAI project is complete, we hope to develop an interface between MDID and the UCAI database.

How can institutions submit collections for sharing?

For now, institutions can advertise shared collections on mdid.org. Eventually, a directory/repository of shared collections will have to be developed.

How can one resize the medium images from MDID1 to MDID2?  How do you easily take data from MDID1 and put it in MDID2?
MDID 2 comes with a migration tool to move data from MDID 1 to MDID 2.  We recommend recreating the medium (old postcard) sized images from either the full sized images or the original archival copies using an image editor such as Photoshop.

Will MDID support JPEG2000?

Yes.  JPEG2000 support may not be available in the upcoming release, but there are plans to include it soon.
When will more support documentation be available? For users?  For administrators?

Shortly after the VRA conference we added a wiki site to mdid.org and started adding documents. We will also rely on other institutions using MDID to contribute documentation.

What about collaborative slideshows?
Slideshow permissions can be set to allow multiple users to edit and collaborate on the same show.  Only the slideshow owner, however, can present the slideshow using the ImageViewer; others will have to create a copy of the slideshow for their own “My Slideshows.”
For MDID support

· MDID project web site at http://mdid.org/

· MDID users list at http://listserv.jmu.edu/archives/mdidusers-l.html
· SourceForge public forums and trackers at http://sourceforge.net/projects/mdid

· Email: mdid@jmu.edu

Product and company names mentioned in this presentation may be the trademarks of their respective owners.
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